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\ If the Lord is our Shepherd, I guess that makes us 

sheep. A brief meditation on what it means to be the 

Sheep of the Lord & Verses about sheep in the Bible 

that the LORD Himself is God. 

Pac AE AAN Isn't it interesting that God calls us sheep? It may not be 
We are His people and the totally complimentary that the Lord calls us sheep. He could 

sheep of His pasture have said: we are strong and swift as horses, beautiful as 
gazelles, or brave as lions! But, instead he said we are like 
sheep! 


1. Sheep are WAYWARD - It means that they just tend to wander off. It just grazes awhile then 
looks up, and looks around and says, in effect, “Where am I?” A sheep will nibble here and browse 
there and get lost lost, he doesn’t know how to get back to the sheep fold unless the shepherd goes 
and brings him back. Sheep just keep on going and don’t come back. Dogs and cats can find their 
way home, A horse can find the barn, but not the old sheep. It doesn’t know how to get back to the 
sheep fold unless the shepherd goes and brings him back. 


This sounds a little bit like us doesn't it? All we like Sheep have gone astray, every one to his own 
way (Isaiah 53:6). This is how it is with us. We have a propensity (tendency, desire) to get into 
trouble. We get easily lost. We need the sheep fold of the Church and we need a Shepherd (a 
pastor) and we need THE PASTOR that is Jesus. 


2. Sheep are WITLESS — That is to say they are pretty dumb on the intelligence scale. We train 
dogs, birds, horses lions, and a whole lot of other animals, but I've never heard of anyone training 
a sheep to do anything. Mankind has achieved some amazing things, but most of us aren't smart 
enough to realize just how much we need Jesus in our day to day lives. We're so distracted by this 
tidbit or that tidbit of "grass" that looks appealing to us. We have trouble following God’s basic 
directions for our lives. 


3. Sheep are WEAK- A sheep just has no way to protect himself. A horse can kick or stomp, a 
cat can scratch, a dog can bite, a rabbit can run, but a sheep can't do anything but just stand there 
and get eaten alive by a predator. Without a shepherd stepping in, the sheep is toast. The wolf 
comes and all the poor sheep can do is stand there and get killed. 


Without Jesus, the Good Shepherd, the world, the flesh and the devil have us cornered. And if it 
were not for the Lord, and the power of his grace, we would be toast and we'd be eaten alive. We 
like to think we’re strong. We have armies, we amass political power, we store up wealth, but 
we're pretty helpless. AND YET... 


4. Sheep ace WORTHWHILE animals. The sheep is a valued animal. In Jesus’ day many a man 
counted his wealth by sheep. Sheep give meat and milk, produce lambs and wool. Shepherds made 
many sacrifices in Jesus’ day to breed, herd, and protect these valuable animals. And so it is with 
us. We may not feel worthy at times, but apparently we were worth saving because the Lord paid 


the price of our redemption. He saw the price, and paid it all. And not with any diminishable sum 
of silver and gold but with his own precious blood (1 Peter 1:18-19). 


5. Sheep WALK together — Sheep flock together, and thus are safer. To be a solitary sheep is 
dangerous. It’s a good way to get devoured. I like to say, "Satan wants to isolate you so he can 
assasinate you. We are warned repeatedly in scripture to not let our guard down. "Be sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour" (1 Peter 5:8). The scriptures also say Woe to the solitary man! For if he should fall, he has 
no one to lift him up (Eccles 4:10). Sheep are not supposed to go off on their own, neither are we. 


We are called to be part of a flock and to be under the care of a shepherd. Most of us realize this 
in a local church setting. God puts us under the care of a pastor. He has three main functions: 1) 
To oversee the flock, 2) To be an elder in the faith and the mysteries of God, and 3) He is to be a 
shepherd who cares for his sheep, and who gives them spiritual nourishment from God's word. 
The pastor is the spiritual leader of the local church, but Jesus is the head of the church and He is 
the Good Shepherd to the local pastor and to the local church. Scripture tells us to not forsake 
gathering together with the local flock because WE NEED IT. Getting separated from the flock 
puts us in danger. 


6. Sheep are WARY- Jesus says, He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 
the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers. (John 10:11-14). Sheep have the remarkable quality of knowing their 
master’s voice and of instinctively fearing any other voice and fleeing from it. 


In this way, real sheep are smarter than most of us. For we do not flee voices contrary to Christ. 
Instead we draw close and say, “Tell me more.” In fact, we spend a lot of time and money to listen 
to other voices. We spend huge amounts of money to buy televisions so that the enemy’s voice 
can influence us and our children. We spend large amounts of time with TV, radio, Internet. 


Yes, we can so easily be drawn to the enemy’s voice. And not only do we NOT flee it, but we feast 
on it. And instead of rebuking it, we turn and rebuke the voice of God and put his Word on trial, 
instead of putting the world on trial. We should all be more wary like sheep, and we should be in 
touch with the Shepherd's voice. ! 


THE BIBLE IS FULL OF VERSES ABOUT SHEEP. GOD USES SHEEP TO 
DESCRIBE US:? 


Psalm 80:1 Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who are 
enthroned above the cherubim, shine forth! 
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Genesis 49:24 But his bow remained firm, And his arms were agile, From the hands of the 
Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 


Psalm 95:7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand 
Today, if you would hear His voice, 


Psalm 79:13 So we Your people and the sheep of Your pasture Will give thanks to You forever; 
To all generations we will tell of Your praise. 


Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we 
ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 


Jeremiah 50:7 "All who came upon them have devoured them; And their adversaries have said, 
'We are not guilty, Inasmuch as they have sinned against the LORD who is the habitation of 
righteousness, Even the LORD, the hope of their fathers. 


Ezekiel 34:31 "As for you, My sheep, the sheep of My pasture, you are men, and I am your 
God," declares the Lord GOD. 


1 Peter 5:2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 


Luke 12:32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the 
kingdom. 


Acts 20:28-29 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 
"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 


Psalm 23:2-3 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He 
restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake. 


Isaiah 40:11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And 
carry them in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 


Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 


Genesis 48:15 He blessed Joseph, and said, "The God before whom my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac walked, The God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 


Psalm 23:5-6 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have anointed 
my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the 
days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 


Hosea 4:16 Since Israel is stubborn Like a stubborn heifer, Can the LORD now pasture them 
Like a lamb in a large field? 


Micah 7:14 Shepherd Your people with Your scepter, The flock of Your possession Which 
dwells by itself in the woodland, In the midst of a fruitful field Let them feed in Bashan and 
Gilead As in the days of old. 


Psalm 28:9 Save Your people and bless Your inheritance; Be their shepherd also, and carry 
them forever. 


Genesis 49:23-24 "The archers bitterly attacked him, And shot at him and harassed him; But his 
bow remained firm, And his arms were agile, From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From 
there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 


Jeremiah 31:10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, And declare in the coastlands afar off, 
And say, "He who scattered Israel will gather htm And keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock." 


Psalm 119:176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek Your servant, For I do not forget Your 
commandments. 


Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the 
LORD has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. 


Ezekiel 34:11-16 For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and 
seek them out. "As a shepherd cares for his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, 
so I will care for My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were scattered 
on a cloudy and gloomy day. "I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries and bring them to their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 
the streams, and in all the inhabited places of the land. 


Matthew 18:12-14 "What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has 
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go and search for the one 
that is straying? "If it turns out that he finds it, truly I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 
over the ninety-nine which have not gone astray. "So it is not the will of your Father who is in 
heaven that one of these little ones perish. 


Luke 15:3-7 So He told them this parable, saying, "What man among you, if he has a hundred 
sheep and has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after 
the one which is lost until he finds it? "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 


Ezekiel 34:17-22 "As for you, My flock, thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Behold, I will judge between 
one sheep and another, between the rams and the male goats. 'Is it too slight a thing for you that 
you should feed in the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of your 
pastures? Or that you should drink of the clear waters, that you must foul the rest with your feet? 
‘As for My flock, they must eat what you tread down with your feet and drink what you foul with 
your feet!" 


Jeremiah 23:1 "Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My 
pasture!" declares the LORD. 


Zechariah 10:2-3 For the teraphim speak iniquity, And the diviners see lying visions And tell 
false dreams; They comfort in vain Therefore the people wander like sheep, They are afflicted, 
because there is no shepherd. "My anger is kindled against the shepherds, And I will punish the 
male goats; For the LORD of hosts has visited His flock, the house of Judah, And will make 
them like His majestic horse in battle. 


Zechariah 11:16 "For behold, I am going to raise up a shepherd in the land who will not care for 
the perishing, seek the scattered, heal the broken, or sustain the one standing, but will devour the 
flesh of the fat sheep and tear off their hoofs. 


Matthew 25:32-46 "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His 
right, and the goats on the left. "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 


Ezekiel 34:23 "Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them; 
he will feed them himself and be their shepherd. 


2 Samuel 5:2 "Previously, when Saul was king over us, you were the one who led Israel out and 
in And the LORD said to you, "You will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be a ruler over 
Israel." 


1 Chronicles 11:2 "In times past, even when Saul was king, you were the one who led out and 
brought in Israel; and the LORD your God said to you, 'You shall shepherd My people Israel, 
and you shall be prince over My people Israel." 


Psalm 78:70-72 He also chose David His servant And took him from the sheepfolds; From the 
care of the ewes with suckling lambs He brought him To shepherd Jacob His people, And Israel 
His inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, And guided them 
with his skillful hands. 


Ezekiel 34:23-24 "Then I will set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed 
them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd. "And I, the LORD, will be their God, and 
My servant David will be prince among them; I the LORD have spoken. 


Ezekiel 37:24 "My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd; 
and they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them. 


Micah 5:4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock In the strength of the LORD, In the majesty 
of the name of the LORD His God And they will remain, Because at that time He will be great 
To the ends of the earth. 


Matthew 2:6 'AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST 
AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A 
RULER WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL." 


Isaiah 44:28 "It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire ' 
And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ And of the temple, "Your foundation will be 
laid." 


Isaiah 63:11 Then His people remembered the days of old, of Moses Where is He who brought 
them up out of the sea with the shepherds of His flock? Where is He who put His Holy Spirit in 
the midst of them, 


Jeremiah 3:15 "Then I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on 
knowledge and understanding. 


Jeremiah 23:4 "I will also raise up shepherds over them and they will tend them; and they will 
not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the LORD. 


1 Peter 5:2-4 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet 
as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. And 
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 


